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UACKS, of all Sorts, art deſpiſed | 
by every Man of common Senſe. 
The Phyſical Quack, who diſperſes 
his Pills and Potions in all the Cor- 
ners of this M is, tho' a dan- 
gerous Animal to Individuals, merits only the 
Contempt and Ridicule of his F ellow- Subjects; 
but the State Quack, who would be trying 
Practices on the Body Politick; and admini- 
ſtring his Quack Remedics to our Conſtitu- 
tion, merits not only the Contempt, but the 
Reſentment of the Publick. I think it is the 
great Misfortune of thoſe Kingdoms, that no 
Nation under the Sun produces a greater Num- 
ber of both Sorts of this kind of Vermin, 
than the Iſland of Great Britain. Foreigners, 
when they caſt their Eyes upon the many me- 
dical Advertiſements in our News Papers, up- 
on the infinite, Number of never-failing Us 
medies that adorn all the Corners of this 
Gy, and conſider tha Nature of our 
Az verſation 


many po 
notwithftanding the Wiſdom of the Ool 


| chronic; are to. be: met with as 


norant of the healing 


once flour iſhing 
nounced a dreadſul Sentence upon us; we are 


(4): 


verſation in all publick Places, the Swarms of 


—̃ — ente in all 


Places of Reſort, and the ſhrewd Deciſion of 


the meaneſt Cobler i in the moſt intricate Af 
fairs of Government, muſt conclude, that of 
all States on Earth, we are the freeſt from na- 
taral and polktical Diſofc 8 ; ſigce = ave b 
thi Remedies to conquer alig- 
nancy of the firſt, and ſo many — Stateſ- 
men to watch the firſt Appearance, and pre- 
ſcribe for the laſt. But it is our Misfortune, 


aud the indefatigable Endeavours of our 
vertiſing Quacks, natural Diſorders, and a n. 
merous Train of Diſcaſes, both acute ànd 
frequent! in the 
City and Suburbs, as if we were intirely ig- 
Art; and if we are to 
judge of the Sanity of the Body Politick, 

the Verdict you, Sit, have been pleaſed 25 


paſs upon it in your famous Speech, I'm afraid 


there is as little Health to be found in our 
+ Conſtitution, as in the natural Body; and our 


State Ph have laboured with as little 
Succeſs as Pr. Noct or Dr. 7... 
© You) have: been - pleaſed, Sir, to give us 4 


very melancholy Account of the State of our 


Conſtitution; you have pro- 


ready not only to be ſent to ſome State Infir- 


mary, bat according »to, your. Account of the 


Matter, we are in State 0 Incurables; 


01 7 our 


(5) 

dur Diſraſe is deſperate; we are not only 
fick, but rotten at Heart, and ſeem to labour 
under a Complication of Diſorders 

I know, Sir, it is the Cuſtom of Dr. Rock, 
and the reſt of the graduated Quacks, to per. 
ſuade People out of their Health, and to ar- 
gue their Acquaintance into real Maladies, in 
order to propagate the Sale of their never- 
curing Noftrums ;- but I cannot for my Life 
find out, why State-Doctors ſhould run the 
Parallel ſo far, as to perſuade the Public out 
of their Peace, and harangue the Nation out 
of their Reliſh to the good old Engliſ Con- 
ſtitution ; ſince: they have no State Pills, no 
political Bolus's, that they can profit by the 
Sale of. For my Part, I believe our Conſti- 
tution, as framed by our great and wiſe An- 
ceſtors, is the "beſt - contriv'd, - both for the 
Happineſs of the Governors and Governed; 
of any State in Europe; and till you 'broach-- 
ed the contrary Doctrine, I flattered myſelf 
that the only Method to make his Majeſty the 
greateſt Monarch on Earth, and us the happi- 
eſt People, was to keep ſtrict to our antient: 
Form, without admitting of any Innovations 
to creep upon us, of any Sort. 

But you, Sir, have awakened the Attention 
of the Public to a new Scene of Argument: 
You would endeavour t6 convince us, that 
dur Forefathers eſtabliſhed Error with their 
Blood, entailed Folly upon their- Poſterity, 
and have handed 8800 to us, at the Expence 

4 ot 


—— — — >» — 


(6), 


of their Lives and Fortunes, nothing but a 


crazy, rotten Conſtitution, that is ready to 
tumble about our Ears, if it is not propp'd 
and ſupported by ſome of your wiſe State- 


Reſtoratives. 


lt has been the national Characteriſtic of 
the Inhabitants of theſe Iſlands, That they 
are tenacious of their Liberties, and obſti- 


nately attach'd to their old Cuſtoms. The 


Engliſh, like moſt other People, are partially fond 


of their own Notions ; they think every thing 


that is their own natural Product, better than 
that of their Neighbours. In ſome Caſes 
they may carry this Foible a little* too far, 
in ſome Matter of leſs Importance; but with 
your Permiſſion, in the high Concerns of. Go- 
vernment, in the weightier Matters of the 
Law and Conſtitution, they can never be too 
cautious 'of admitting conſtitutional Innova- 
tions : And Experience, and the State of their 
Neighbour-Nations, once as free as we, has 
convinced them, a ſteady Attachment to the 
Principles of the old Britiſo Monarchy has 
ever been the happy Means of preſerving the 
Liberties and Properties of this Nation, while 
all the States round about them have em- 
braced Chains and Slavery, and permitted 
theſe to be entail'd on their lateſt Poſterity 
by quacking with their antient Conſtitutions, 
and ſubmitting to empiric Remedies of crafty 
gx ignorant Stateſmen. 


That 


(7) 
That our Freedom hath been preſerv'd fo 
long, I attribute (next to the Divine Provi- 
dence) to the wiſe Frame of Government 
projected by our Anceſtors, and the conſtant 
Averſion the People of the Iſland have ex- 
preſſed againſt all Innovations upon any Pre- 
texts Whatever. This Conſideration made me 
expect from you ſome very weighty Argu- 
> ments, demonſtrating both the Neceſſity and 
Expediency of a Change in our Conſtitution, 
before a Propoſition of ſuch Weight ſhould 
be ſo much as mentioned in that auguſt Aſ- 
ſembly of which you are a Member, much 
leſs before it was handed to the Public in 
Print; but upon peruſal of that much talk d- 


Fl Piece, 1 have been greatly diſappointed ; 


inſtead of Argument, I have met with no- 
thing but bold Aſſertions, without the leaſt 
Shadow of Proof; inſtead of Reaſon; the 
Public has been entertained with Common- 
place Rhetoric, and an ill-natur'd carping De- 
clamation, without Order, Connection, or 
Meaning. | : 4 Ht 
Every Man, Sir, who a s in Print, eſſ 
cially he who handles Rubies of a ublic 
Nature, muſt expect to ſee his Doctrines fair- 
ly canvaſs d, his Opinions and Principles fifted 
to the Bottom, . his Concluſions examined 
with Freedom; this no Man of Honour and 
Ingenuity can take amiſs; all he can expect 
from his Adverſary, or has a Right to claim, 
is decent Language, and fair Arguments. In 
a conſequence 


*% 


5 } Frans 
conſequence of this Liberty, common do all 
Bethe and upon the premis d Condition, 
F take upon me to animadvert upon that 
Speech aſcribed to you, wherein 1 have no View 
but to do Juſtice to Truth and aur Conſti- 
tution: Nor am 1 under any Influence unbe- 
coming a Gentleman, or a real Welk-wither-to 
our Eſtabliſnment. I thought res to pre- 
miſe thus much in this Russ; you might 
not conjecture, from the F reedam have uſed 
in the immediate preceding Paragraph, that 1 
am not in perfect Charity with your Perſon; 
and that I can find fault with the Doctrine, 
without betraying any W-will to the 3 
N to proceed. 1 10 
Let us examine a little the Otcafion by this 
warm Declamation; let us enquire» if there 
was any thing dropt in the Debate that err 

give riſe: to ſueh an extraordinary Speech, and 
conſequently, , or not, the Thoughts [you 
were pleaſed to expreſs on that Ocraſion na. 
Naa occurred from, the Motion then before 
the Houſe, or were haul'd in over Head and 
Shoulders, to raiſe a Duſt; and diert the At- 
tention of the Nerubers from the Mating in 
Denne ; „ Tum 2100/1 
The Motion Ninſt Aich. you; Sic; ſtood 
up to ſpeak, was for an Addreſs tothe Throne: 
In objecting to this, one would naturally ex- 
Pet that ſome Arguments would have been 

ought againſt the Matter or Form of the Ad. 
. wn but there is not one Word * | 
FITS (492103 | 


(9) 3 

ed by you, that fo much as tends this Way; 
you have declared only, in general Ternis a- 
inſt any Addreſs at all; not becauſe the pre- 

* ſent Addreſs contained any Surronder of our 

= Privileges, or any Approbation of Meaſures in 

- 7 themſelves. blame - worthy; but becauſe you 

DO bad taken it into your Head to imagine, that 
t 

| 

[ 

; 

| 


ſome Etfors have crept into our Conftitution 
that wanted to be redreſs'd, Now let us ſup- 
> poſe, for Argument- ſake, that ſuch Errors (or 
H you will, Grievances) really exiſted ; yet 
what Connection have theſe with a Motion for 
an Addreſs to his Majeſty? In my Opinion, 
they have not the leaſt Relation one to an- 
other; unleſs you are willing to inſinuate to 
us, that the Harmony ſubſiſting between the 
King and both his Houſes of Parliament, and 
the Expreſſion of that Concord in a dutiful 
Addreſs from the Commons, is one of thoſe 
Grievances you want to be redreſſed, or one of 
thoſe difinal Diſeaſes, that makes us not only 
fick, but rotten at Heart, and calls out for 
thoſe powerful Helps and Reſtoratives men- 
tioned in your Introduction. ns 

I have greater Charity for you, than to be- 
heve that this is your Motiye, or that this is 
the Quartel you have at modern Complai- 
ſance, the Term you are pleaſed to give to 
that Unanimity with which an Intercourſe has 
been kept up between the King and his 
People. Therefore muſt rather imagine, 
that you were ſo full of the Impreſſion of 
— | /B | thoſe 


(vo) 

thoſe Grievances you ſpeak of, that you could 
not wait fot a proper Opportunity to expreſs 
£ them ; but, hurried on by an unknown Im- 
i pulſe, expreſs d your Zeal out of Seaſon; with- 
4 out conſidering the Connection betwixt your 

Thoughts and the Motion on the Table. 
This, Sir, is the moſt favourable Confirace 
tion I can put upon the Manner of intro- 
ducing. your Complaints. I ſhall next enquire 
into the El and Reaſon of all this Cla- 
mour, ſſible, convince you, that you 
labour at preſent under a kind of political 
| Spleen, chat you are touch'd with State-Me- 
| lanchaly. Hypocondriac Diſorders, are fre- 
| quent in this Ifland, and I think this is the 
4 Seaſon of the Year when Stateſmen, more 
than any other Rank of Men, are viſited with 
this gloomy Malegy's 3 this is the Tine, when, 

as Pope expreſſes it, | 


— — 
— 9 — x ——— , ůãůmm ü ie 
1 
a; 
— 
-- 


Men prove with Child, as is powerful Raney 58 
And Maids, turn d Bottles, call old for Corks. 


And therefore, I apprehend it will be. an Act 
of Charity to diſpel theſe dark Vapours that 
cloud your Undptanding „and hinder you 
from having a juſt Reliſh of yourſelf, or any 
thing elſe about you. In going about to work 
this Cure, I muſt beg Doctor Monro's Pardon 
if 1 obſerve a Method contrary to the Rules 
preſcribed in hypocondriac Diſorders. I 
kor it is that Gentleman's Method to hu- 
I mour 


L 0 11 ) | 
mour the Frenzy, for fear of irritating the 
Patient by Contradiction. He generally a- 

with them in their Notion of them 

ſelves, let it be 3 ſo abſurd ; Hartſborn 
Drops, and Aſafætida, ate in common Pre- 
ſcriptions; ws don't apprehend your Caſe to 
be ſo bad; the Diſtemper has no ſuch dan- 
erous Symptoms, but it may be cuted by a 
actice more rational. I hope you may be 
reaſoned out of your Diſlike to our Conſtitu- 
tion, and argued into a good Opinion of our 
political Health, without the Help of a Smell- 

ing- Bottle, or ridiculous Conceſſions in favour 
2 a ſplenetick Humour. . 
-\ You! ſeem, Sir, ſtrongly 0 with a 
Notion that our Conſtitution is ſick and rotten 
at Heart : This Dream, by your Deſcription 
of the Symptoms, Phyſicians would call a 
Cacaexy, or general bad Habit of Body; which 
is conſtantly attended with a lean * meagre 
Countenance, an emaciated Carcaſs, a total 
Loſs of Appetite, and a great Depreſſion of 

irits ; Now, Sir, I have examined our good 
of d Conſtitution, with all the Gravity and At- 
tention of a Graduate of the Royal College, 
and cannot find ſo much as one Symptom of 
this Malady about our Patient. I thank God, 
his Complexion is florid, and he ſeems, to look 
at his Face, as healthy as a Milk-maid; he is 
fat and plump in his Body; you can ſcarcely 
feel a Rib in his Side; his Appetite is Seen 
and his Digeſtion as natural as you can expect. 
S « B 2 his 


his Spirits 


for the Pleaſure of tryin 
the Allegory, 


| this Rottenneſs at Mean F Our Monarchy 
ſubſiſts under the ſame Form that it has done 


Lords, and Commons, in the ſame Manner 
as it was originally 


dance one of another, and Harmony, the only 


and all thoſe Privileges their Anceſtors foug 


- Lanes 


tm). 
is alert; he's all alive and merry: 
Now, how can you go about to perſuade him 
that he is in ſo bad à State of Health, merely 


ng Experiments upon 
his Conſtitution. Dot to en and oy 


tattered 


theſe Seven hundred Vears and upwards. The 
Government conſiſts of three Eſtates; King, 


fram'd.: Each of theſe 
three Eſtates enjoy d their natural Indepen- 


Support of a mix d Monarchy, ſubſiſts among 
all nene of the eme 
ever: The y the ſame Liberty, 


for, in the ſame Degree; and their Repreſen- 
tatives ſeem rather to be gaining Ground upon 
the other two Eſtates, than lofing any of 


their Weight in the Scale of Government. 


The Houſe of Commons have now fix'd in 
their Hands the ſole Power of giving Mo- 
ney, a Privilege which was but dubious in 
the Days of our -Forefathers ; and by the an- 
bind the Crown to a conftant 
Dependance on them. Our Kings hold now 
their Crown by a Tenor which our Anceſ- 


tors often aim'd at, but could never eſtabliſh ; 
. n OED — — * 
9 ce 


on CDI +». 
free People, and hold it no longer than they 
diſcharge the high Truſt, for the Peace, Hap- 
vineſs and Fete dlon of the People: This we 
owe to the happy Revolution, and this the 
State of our Eſtabliſhment at this Day; where 
then is this rotten Part of our Conſtitution ? I 
can neither ſee, underſtand; nor feel it; that 
is, I would be underſtood to mean, that I can 
ſee no Error in the Conſtitutional Frame of our 
Government, that requires Alteration, or 
threatens any Inconveniency, if ſtrictly attend - 
ed to. That there may be Errors and Miſtakes 
in the Adminiſtration of Government, no Man 
in his Wits will deny; but theſe Errors are 
not the Refult of the Weakneſs, nor flow 
from the fundamental Principles of our Conſti- 
tution, but from Accidents. that are common 


to us as Mortals, and the Effects of the Imbes 
cility of human Nature. 


We ought, Sir, — a wide Differenck 
between Miſtakes flowing from the Ignorance, 
Craft, or Malice of a Miniſter, and thoſe that 
take their Riſe from the Nature of our Eſta- 
bliſhment. In the firſt Caſe, I hope we have 
Conſtitutional Laws, to puniſh ſuch Miniſters ; 

we know there are Ways and Means pointed 
out to us by: eſtabliſh'd Rules, to come at and 
puniſh the greateſt of them; and for the laſt, 

1 hope we ſhall think maturely, before we 
charge our Conſtitution with Misfortunes 
which may have another Source, and that we 


| ſhall be cautious of Innovations, however ſpe- 
| ciouſly 


(.44:), 


cionfly argued. for... I know; Sir, that nothing 


is, or ought to be permanent that is not pet- 
fect; but I inſiſt upon it with equal Reaſon, 
that nothing is perfect that is — chang- 


ing; and that every wiſe Man will be cautious 


in determining thoſe Things Errors, that have 
had the Approbation of many Ages, and the 
Experience — ſeveral Centuries to ſupport 
their Utility and Wiſdom, That Errors may 
have the Approbation of many Ages, is but 
too true, an — Religion is a melancholy Ex- 
ample of that Truth: 1 would not contend 
that Antiquity conſtitutes Truth, or ſanctifies 
Falſchood ; but, I think we owe that Reſpect 
to old Cuſtoms, and long received Notions, to 
examine the new Doctrines with Diligence and 
Impartiality, before we quit our old Munfanus 
for a new Sumſimus. amd. 

All Innovations in Government are of dan. 
gerous Conſequence; the People are bigoted 


to their old ene and . cannot caſily be 


brought to think diſreſpectſully of — or 
apprehend the true Reaſon of ſuch Alte- 
rations; they therefore fly in the Face of the 
new Meaſures, and murmur, or come to have 
a mean Opinion of Government in general; 
they ſoon fancy that nee Hane, 
lags of Religion, FRI 


2 EE x intended | 
For f wk but to be mended. 


From 


A He, 
From a mean Opinion of Government Prin- 
oiples, they learn to deſpiſe their Magiſtrates 


and Governors, and that makes room for Anar- 
chy and Confuſion. This is the Fruits of fre- 
quent Changes and Innovations; therefore a 
wile Legiſlator, never makes any conſtitutional 
Change, but upon urgent and viſible Neceſſi- 
ty, and theſe by flow and inſenſible Degrees: 
For all fiidden Changes of Conſequence, are 
to throw the State into Convulſions, the 
ffects of which no human Foreſight can pre- 
J ·ͤ= V 
Thus, Sir, give me leave to be of Opinion, 
that our Conſtitution is ſound at Heart, and 
that whatever outward ſcrophulous Diſorders 
may be in her Limbs and Members, the vital, 
the noble Part, is ſtill ſound ; we ſtand in no 
need of Amputation, and are in no Danger of 
a Mortification ; that is, our Conſtitution, ſuch 
as it is, without any Alteration from the pure 
original Form, is ſufficient for the Peace, 
Happineſt, and Security of the People; and 
| tho' no State is ſo perfect as not to want in 
proceſs of Time ſome Reformation, yet ſuch 
is the Happineſs of the Britiſb Conſtitution, 
that at preſent ſhe wants no ſuch Alterations, 
notwithſtanding you fay, ** ſhe is defective in 
** many Branches of it, but more eſpecially 
** with reſpect to its political Oeconomy, as 
e well as its natural Defence.“ 30 24 
Now, Sir, I ſhall paſs over the many name- 
Teſs. defective Branches, and your unmeani 
ON politic 


V 
political , and endeavour to ſiſh out 
what you mean by the Words, a5 well as its 
natural Defence. The Words i iately 
following theſe, which ſhould-in ſome We 
illuſtrate the foregoing Aſſertion, are ſo em- 
baraſs'd, that I am much at a Loſs to make 
out the Meaning of them. The whole Sen- 
tence runs thus: And unhappily for us, 
k qr ——_ — many Branches of it, 
but more eſpecially with reſpect to its poli- 
e tical Oeconomy, = An as is — 
_ fence, &c, But that State hath the leaſt 
** to fear, from the Infults of an Invader, 
whoſe People fight merely for the fake of 
te their Religion and Liberties; as thoſe who 
«© have a diſciplined Militia always did, fo 
' —_ beyond every other 'State, whoſe 
Safety depends merely upon Mercenaries, 
Mercenaries to whom the Principles of Po- 
** pularity or publick Spirit were ever odious. 
The Propofitions here are couched in'fach a 
dark Stile, that we muſt prope for them, and 
it muſt be by mere Accident, if we ſtumble 
upon the right; but for once we ſhalt ſuppoſe, 
that you mean to inform us that a ſtanding 
Army of Mercenaries is not our natural De- 
fence, and that the Safety of the Publick . is 
better lodged in the Hands of the Militia than 
in an Army, to whom (as you ſay) the Prin- 
ciples of Popularity and publick Spirit wert 
ever odious; and for this Reaſon you. with we 
had a good Militia Bill. This I apprehend 
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ö 
be the Scope of this Part of your Speech, and 
that the ſame wiſh d for Militia Bill is one of the 
Alterations you wiſh in our Conſtitution ; What 
kind of Militia Bill would pleaſe you, I cannot 
gueſs, and cannot tell how far I can join with 
ou in your Wiſh that we had it; but I know we 
F Laws for regulating the Militia alrea- 
dy in Being, which, if duly executed, might ren- 
dr us more formidable than we are at preſent. 
That our Militia wants ſome Amendment, I 
hall eaſily grant you; but I muſt whiſper a 
Secret, which I deſire may go no farther than 
between you and I, that we want a certain De- 


— 


Her of natural Courage to tender Arms in our 


ands a real Defence to the Publick ; and that 
is an Ingredient which all the Militia Bills on 
Earth cannot convey one Grain of to the Sub- 
jects of this Iſland more than they naturally 


enjoy. I own, a Law to oblige the People to 


learn .to carge and diſcharge a Muſket, and 
a1 9 to oblige them to learn to dance thro* 
heir Evolutions, would be of ſome Uſe ; but 
anleſs theſe fame Men, after they are taught 


to wheel and turn, and jump over a Stick, 


have real natural Courage; a warm. Zeal for 
their. Religion, an innate Love of Liberty, and 
an utter Contempt of Death, when theſe are 
in Danger; I fay, without theſe natural Ta- 
lents, your diſciplined Militia, will turn out 
only regular bred Cowards ; their Love of Life 
gets the better of their Knowledge of the Art 
Military ; and inſtead of fighting by. Order, 
| C they 


2 
they run away by Rule, and per form all their 
Exerciſe backwards. „ e 1 
Our Forefathers knew very little of the mo- 


dern Art of War; but they ſupplied that 


Want by natural Courage. Love of Liberty 
and Contempt of Death, was the Inheritance 
of every Briton; but mark the fatal Reverſe ! 
National Wealth has begot Luxury and Lazi- 
neſs; that has produced Corruption of Man- 
ners, and tainted the groſs Body of the People 
with Venality, and Effeminacy of Action and 
„„ 1 
There is another Reaſon, that makes a total 
Dependance on our Militia more precarious ; 
that is, the fatal Diviſions that are kept up 
amongſt us, and nouriſhed by deſigning Men 
with great Malice and indefatigable Induſtry : 
It is to this Source we owe that Remark which 


every Man acquainted with our Hiſtory muſt 
make, that we never were invaded but we. 


were conquered, even in thoſe Ages, when our 
martial Ardour was moſt - conſpicuous. This 
is a melancholy Truth, and the laſt Rebellion 
had very near brought the Remark down to 
our own Time ; for I think it is evident, if 
the French had landed when the Rebel Clans 
were at Derby, our Caſe would have been 
more deſperate than I am willing to ſuggeſt : 
The Miſbehaviour of our Army at the ſcanda- 
lous Fields of Preſton, Chfton, and Falkirk, is 
ſo far from being an Argument for us to rely 
upon our Militia, that the Reverſe is true; 
by 4 38 e ee 
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becauſe there we have a Demonſtration, that 


Diſcipline, without Courage and a natural 
Contempt of Danger, is not to be depended 
on : Had either our Army, or the Inhabitants 


of the Country thro' which the Rebel Army 


paſs'd, been poſſeſs d but of as much Courage 
as the Women among our Anceſtors, it would 
have been impoſſible for that Banditti Rabble 
to have made ſuch a Progreſs. From all this 
I would only infer, that the Nation is not, at 

reſent, in a State of depending upon their 
Militia alone, even ſuppoſing them diſciplined, 
and that an Army of Regulars is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the publick Defence. 

I own an Army in Time of Peace has al- 
ways been look'd upon with an evil Eye by the 
Subjects of this Iſland, and i they always 
will ; but I muſt beg your Pardon if 1 think 


this an unfit Time to diſband them: Nor do 


J think the popular Clamour which is arifully 
raiſed againſt them ſo reaſonably founded as 


you would make us believe. 


The Word Mercenaries is improperly ap- 
plied to the preſent Britiſſ Army. Our Forces 
are now compoſed of Gentlemen, I mean their 
Officers, who have a Property in the King- 
dom, that ſets them above the Rank of Mer- 
cenaries, and hinders them from becoming 
Tools to a weak, wicked, or deſigning Mini- 
ſtry; that they are not always Enemies to 
Principles of Popularity and publick Spirit, 
we have a recent Inſtance at' the Revolution, 
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hon King James had an Army then on Foot 
as numerous as we have ever known "ſince ; 
yet theſe Principles were ſo far from being o- 
dious to the then Army, that they deſerted 
the unhappy King to a ian, and joined the 
Prince oy Orange to bring about the es 
happy Eſtabliſhment. 
| "ould therefore think, that a Bill to regu- 
late the Army, make Property the firſt Intro- 
duction to Place, and Merit, Experience and 
Seniority the only Steps to Preferment in the 
Military Way, would be much more reaſon- 
able, and much more effectual for our Securi- 
ty than your Militia Bill. ; 
_ .. \Before I drop this Part of your Speech, I 
muſt obſerve a very odd Diſtinction you have 
been pleaſed to make between South. and North 
Britain; a Diſtinction which, under Favour, 
1 apprehend to be not only unſeaſonable, but 
ill grounded and malicious I would not be 
thought to derogate from the Zeal exprefled 
in England. in ſupport of his Majeſty's Title 
and Perſon. The Gentlemen of South Bri- 
tain behaved with Zeal and Loyalty; but 
wherein did our Brethren in the North be- 
h:ve with leis Honour? I believe in Propor- 
tion to the People, and their natural Abilities, 
there appeared as many of the Scotch Nation 
in Defence of our preſent Eſtabliſhment as in. 
England and I think, without running a Pa- 
rallel, behaved with as much Honour to them» 
2 | _ ſelves, 
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ſelves, and Advantage to his Majeſty. Na- 


tional Diſtinctions, at all Times, have been held 
pernicious to he public Peace ; but at preſent, 
when that Kingdom ſuffers ſo much by the 
Folly of ſome of the lower Claſs, it is a kind 
of Barbarity to throw invidious Reflections 
upon the groſs Body of that once brave 
People, who, as a Nation, have diftinguiſh'd 


Z themſelves as much in the Cauſe of Liberty 


as any under the Sun; and yet, it's to be 

hop'd, retain as quick a Senſe of Freedom 

as any of their Neighbours, _ | 
Your next declamatory Topic is againſt ve- 


a nal Orators. I join with you in deſpiſing ſuch 


as really are ſo, with a great deal of Sinceri- 
ty; yet as it is impoſſible to puniſh. this Crime 
without being able to judge the Heart, and 
find out by infallible Rules the ſecret Springs 
and Motives of Men's Actions; I cannot think: 
that either you or I can hit upon a Law, that 
can effectually baniſh thoſe Miſcreants from 
the. Senate. It is ſcandalous for. a Man- to. 


s cxclaim againſt Meaſures, when out of Place, 


and with the fame Breath to ſupport them 
when in Power: And I think it is equally ab- 
ſurd for Men to argue for-Meaſures, when they 
make Part of the Adminiſtration, and the 
Moment they are turned out, read their Pray- 
er backwards, and find fault with the very 


Steps they themſelves have projected when in 


Power : This is the Twin- Brother of the ve- 
nal Orator with whom you are ſo angry. 


. « 22 ö 
There is yet another Set of Men whoſe Parts 
are too low ever to expect to be entruſted with 
the weighty Affairs of State, who pique them- 
ſelves upon ſnarling at every thing done by | 
the Miniſtry; and brand every Gentleman who 
ſpeaks in ſupport of his Majeſty's Adminiſtra- 
tion with the odious Names of Venal Orator, 
or Penfion'd Slave. They think it impoſſible, 
that his Majeſty's Servants can enjoy the honeſt 
Profits of their Places, without betraying their 
Country. Theſe Men ſtick at nothing to 

make the Government contemptible, and join 
the open and declared Enemies of the State to 
diſtreſs every Meaſure of the Aiminifiratich" 
"Theſe State-Cynicks, theſe political Snarlers, 


ought always to be 'mentioned when the other | 


two are; and which of them all is the moſt 
noxious Animal, I leave you to judge. I be- 
lieve, if you make them all in a Sack, the 
firſt that comes out is a Knave. | 
Your next Topic is a Common-place one ; 
a new Song to an old Tune. Who denies but 
frequent Parliaments are neceſfary ? That is a 
Part of our original Conſtitution, But whe- 
ther triennial or annual Parliaments would be at 
this Juncture expedient, is not fo eaſily deter- 
. min'd. All I ſhall venture to ſay on that Sub- 
ject is; that there is a certain Degree of na- 
tional Honeſty neceſſary to enable us to en- 
joy the true Benefit of frequent Parliaments, 
without which, were they annual, they would 
ſtill be ſubject to Corruption. As long as the 
groſs 
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5 
groſs Body of the People can hear of Bribes 
without ſtarting, their Voices may be purchaſ- 
ed for a Year as well as for ſeven; if fo, I 
think the Convulſions into which General E- 
lections throw the State, ought to be avoided 
as much as is conſiſtent with our Liberty, till 
the People recover themſelves out of the gene- 
ral Depravity of Manners into which they 
are at preſent plunged. To effect this, the 
true Patriot, inſtead of multiplying Diviſions, 
and forging groundleſs Grievances, ſhould by 
his own Example diſcourage Vice and Cot- 


4 ruption. Let him, in his private Capacity, 


ſcorn the Slave who either for a preſent, or 
Hope of a future Penſion, ſells his Truſt, or 

urchaſes the vena] Suffrage of a proftitute 
r Let him diſcourage Luxury, and pro- 
mote Induſtry, and by frequent Converſe with 
Tenants and Dependants, fire them with Cou- 
rage, the Love of Liberty, and the Contempt 


I of Death and Danger. Such a Man needed 


not be ſo ©** unfaſhionably degace, as to deny 
his Aﬀent to a Motion for an Addreſs, till 
Grievances were redreſs'd, The Evils you 
now complain of would then vaniſh of Courſe ; 
a Parliament would. be honeſt without a tri- 
ennial Holiday; and we might - truſt to our 
Natural Defence without a Militia-Bill, 


J am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble S eruant. 
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